
EDITORIAL               

 

BE STRONG AND FIRM IN YOUR FAITH 

 

―Father Nathan, what is the best solution to solve this problem‖? 

―Your Excellencies, it is up to you as Papal delegation to find the solution after your meeting 

various groups in the archdiocese‖ I replied. 

 

The Papal Commission comprising Thomas Menamparampil (Bishop Emeritus of Guwahati 

diocese), Thomas Dabre, Aux.Bishop of  Bombay,  Agnelo Gracias (Bishop of Poona) have 

met lay and religious groups belonging to different language sections very particularly 

Thamizh and Kannada speaking groups in the Bangalore archdiocese. They were here to 

collect data about the problems that the archdiocese is facing since more than 3 decades. 

 

I was the third individual to have met the papal delegation on the first day of their mission in 

Bangalore. 

 

Thamizh and Kannada priests, nuns, laity from Bangalore, Mysore, Shimoga, KGF, and from 

various places came to the National Biblical Catechetical Liturgical Centre (NBCLC) here in 

Bangalore on 16, 17, 18 and 19 July 2012 and met the Papal Commission. 

 

The Commission members namely the Bishops were calm, understanding and patient 

listening to the hues and cry of these groups, receiving reports and complaints affecting the 

liturgy and evangelization process in the archdiocese.  

 

But the fact that cannot be ruled out is that they are Indian origin bishops and alleged that 

they may likely be biased favouring any particular group taking their own cultural origin and 

background in mind. The Holy See should have been more pastorally cautious in the 

selection of the Commission members or if not a fourth member preferably a European or an 

American bishop could have been added. Where there is more weight (!????), there the men 

will be inclined to…. 

 

In addition to this first meeting, there should be follow up meetings organized later, this time 

could be along with a 4
th

 or different bishops of different nationalities because the problem is 

very sensitive, communal but pastoral.    

 

Due to this perennial language conflict in the Bangalore archdiocese the missionary activities 

and spiritual life of the Catholics in the archdiocese has been affected seriously and severely 

since 4 decades. In the recent time the conflict has gone to hides that priests and people are 

spending more time almost like political heads discussing and debating over the language 

conflict in the archdiocese. In truth, a problem in disguise....... 



 

 Now, priests are worked up with this issue instead of concentrating on their life of 

commitment to the Lord and the flock.... Evangelical activities are sidelined. Gossips, talks 

among priests are almost centred round the problem and the issue.... psychologically the 

priests are disturbed and pastorally less motivated, their inter-personal relationship is deeply 

strained....Group mentality has come up among the religious and the laity in the archdiocese... 

personal health of the priests in the archdiocese is in danger... UNUM PRESBYTERIUM has 

become a utopian phenomenon. The mind of Christ is diminishing day by day. Counter 

witness to Christ is resulted in the Church. Even the newly ordained priests are obsessed with 

group spirit siding with any group favourable... Communal, linguistic, caste mentality is a 

deep reef in the mind of so called shepherd of the Catholic flock...There is a dire need for 

Priests-Priests unity and reconciliation in the archdiocese.   

 

I think this may be the norm in every diocese in India. Local Ordinaries must approach this 

aspect with elder brotherly attitude. 

 

Statistically out of 410,000 Catholics in the archdiocese of Bangalore a vast majority (70% 

and above) are Thamizh speaking community and the rest 30% are of other languages such as 

English, Kannada, Telugu, Konkani, Tigalas, and Malayalam. In most of the city parishes 

Thamizh speaking faithful constitute a vast majority (70% and above ). Bangalore 

archdiocese is multi-lingual, multi-ethnic and multi-communitarian. 

 

Though many Pastoral Commissions were established in the archdiocese of Bangalore to gear 

up catechetical, devotional, social, Biblical, evangelizing activities, the fruits of these 

commissions are not still productive and not yet reached fully the common faithful due to the 

language cum power politics in the archdiocese.   

 

Dissensions, divisions and animosities among priests and laity of the major language groups 

namely Thamizh and the Kannada-Telugu communities have been making heads towards 

sporadic conflicts in many parishes in the archdiocese harming the Mystical Body of Christ.  

 Every group is looking for justice from their own point of view.  

 

Believe or not, there is an objective solution for every problem provided all aggressive 

attempts must be given up. Only prayerful, spiritual and fraternal ways must be adopted. 

Interference of non-Christian fundamental groups and politicians must be kept out of reach in 

finding solutions to the problem. It should be done within the four walls of the archdiocese in 

the framework of Vatican‘s pastoral guidelines and precepts. One should know Church is 

higher than the state in the Church‘s pastoral matters. 

 

The spheres of the problem are liturgy, education, economic development, administration, 

culture and so on. 

 

Bangalore archdiocese is very unique and rich in its nature unlike any diocese in India. It has 

been multi-lingual, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural in its nature for the reason that Bangalore 

is a hub of software companies, and sectors drawing people of all walks of life from all over 

the world.  

 

Arguing that Bangalore is the capital city of Karnataka and hence only the local language and 

culture must be honoured in all our spheres of life including worship, one cannot forget the 

historical fact that Bangalore was a part of the Madras Presidency that earmarked with a big 



part of the present Bangalore territory. Thamizh speaking community was here for centuries 

and Thamizh language was used in most of the people‘s sectors of life like worship, school 

education, amusement, and so on. Most of the Bangalore city parishes had only Thamizh and 

English liturgy. Over the period of time due to cultural and economic revolution and 

transformation the demand to give priority to the state language and culture that took up  a 

new vision in the recent past. 

 

Another valid argument: If the problem of Bangalore archdiocese is really language in its 

nature and depth then its wings should have also pervaded not only in the Catholic Church in 

Bangalore archdiocese but also in non-Catholic denominations, other religious worship 

places as well. But the reality is only in the Catholic Bangalore archdiocese the fight is 

intense and serious. Why?   

 

Also why the language fighters did not raise their language supremacy in other religious 

worship centres if their struggle was for language supremacy?….Is it not for temporal power 

struggle in the name of language? 

 

One of the former archbishops of Bangalore said once to Media men, ―It is not a language 

problem in Bangalore but it is the problem of few priests for power, position in the 

archdiocese‖  

 

The Holy See guided by the Second Vatican Council, has ruled that mother tongue of the 

faithful must be given priority in liturgy and education using the term LINGUA 

VERNACULA which refers to the language spoken by an ethnic group. In no way it refers to 

the language of the state or land. Regionalism, fundamentalism, fascism should have no place 

in the modern society nevertheless in the Church thinking. 

 

The Vatican has recommended that liturgical services must be conducted in the mother 

tongue of the faithful rather than the language of the land alone.  

Francis Arinze, the Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 

Discipline of the Sacraments, (served as prefect from 2002 to 2008) derives few points from 

Sacrosanctum Concilium over mother tongue in the Sacred Liturgy unfurling the 

importance of vernacular in the Latin Rite liturgy. He writes: ( Source: L'Osservatore 

Romano, Weekly Edition in English, 23 May 2007, page 8 ) 

 
1. The reasons for the introduction of the mother tongue are not far to seek. It 

promotes better understanding of what the Church is praying, since "Mother 
Church earnestly desires that all the faithful be led to that full, conscious and active 
participation in liturgical celebrations which is demanded by the very nature of the 
liturgy... (and which) is their right by reason of their Baptism" (SC, n. 14).  
 

2. The introduction of local languages into the sacred liturgy of the Latin Rite is a 
development that did not occur all of a sudden. After the partial experience gained 
over the preceding years in certain countries, already on 5 and 6 December 1962, 
after long and sometimes impassioned debates, the Second Vatican Fathers adopted 
the principle that the use of the mother tongue, whether in the Mass or other parts 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_Divine_Worship_and_the_Discipline_of_the_Sacraments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_Divine_Worship_and_the_Discipline_of_the_Sacraments
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=5723


of the liturgy, frequently may be of advantage to the people. In the following year 
the Council voted to apply this principle to the Mass, the ritual and the Liturgy of the 
Hours (cf. SC, nn. 36, 54, 63a, 76, 78, 101).  

3. Article 54 indeed adds: "Wherever a more extended use of the mother tongue 
within the Mass appears desirable, the regulation laid down in Article 40 of this 
Constitution is to be observed". The vernacular had been introduced. The rest is 
history. The developments were so fast that many clerics, Religious and lay faithful 
today are not aware that the Second Vatican Council did not simply introduce the 
vernacular for all parts of the liturgy. 
 
  He further says, “The liturgy in the mother tongue expresses not only the 
theology of the Mass but also our feelings, our sentiments, for example, in front of 
God's transcendence, majesty, mercy and boundless love (cf. Liturgiam 
Authenticam, n. 25). Expressions like "To You most merciful Father, ", "Do not 
consider what we truly deserve",   "All powerful and most merciful Lord", should not 
be deflated and democratized by some translating iconoclast. In mother tongue of 
the faithful these words create deep feeling of intimacy with God. 
Well, Cardinal Arinze’s above discussion gives us more comfortable and vivid answer 
to the question why do we need mother tongue in the sacred liturgy.  

 

 Conclusion 

The Papal Commission having met the related groups in the archdiocese will discuss the 

matter deeply with the Pontifical Council for Evangelization of Peoples and Proclamation and 

the latter will find a solution catering to all communities particularly the Kannada and 

Thamizh faithful in the archdiocese. But the solution must be unbiased; The solution should 

not be culturally based but pastorally oriented. Until then priests and people in the 

archdiocese must keep praying so that all may be given a suitable solution for all in the 

archdiocese. 

 

As Christians we cannot afford to be violent, jealous, envying, hatred, divisive in our 

relationship with one another in the world of untruth. Every priest, nun, lay leader including 

the chief shepherd must be good shepherds to the flock. We must avoid pretension in our 

leadership. Transparency is one beautiful virtue that is the need of the hour. Otherwise anti-

social and anti-Christian elements that are hiding in the Church as well as in the society will 

target the church and attack the Mystical Body of Christ in Bangalore accusing our cold war 

in the want of temporal glory. 

―Father may they be one as we are One‖. Jn.17  

 UNITED WE STAND IN CHRIST, DIVIDED WE FALL IN SATAN 

 

Fr.J.AROKIANATHAN               

EDITOR 

EMAIL: arokiavaticannathan@gmail.com 
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FEAST OF ASSUMPTION  AUGUST 15 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven at the end of her earthly life is a 

defined dogma of the Catholic Church. The Feast of the Assumption, celebrated every year 

on August 15, is a very old feast of the Church, celebrated universally by the sixth century. It 

commemorates the death of Mary and her bodily assumption into Heaven, before her body 

could begin to decay--a foretaste of our own bodily resurrection at the end of time. Because it 

signifies the Blessed Virgin's passing into eternal life, it is the most important of all Marian 

feasts and a holy day of obligation. 

The feast was originally celebrated in the East, where it is known as the Feast of the 

Dormition, a word which means "the falling asleep." The earliest printed reference to the 

belief that Mary's body was assumed into Heaven dates from the fourth century, in a 

document entitled "The Falling Asleep of the Holy Mother of God." The document recounts, 

in the words of the Apostle John, to whom Christ on the Cross had entrusted the care of His 

mother, the death, laying in the tomb, and assumption of the Blessed Virgin. Tradition places 

Mary's death at Jerusalem or at Ephesus, where John was living. 

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII, exercising papal infallibility, declared in 

"Munificentissimus Deus" that it is a dogma of the Church "that the Immaculate Mother of 

God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed 

body and soul into heavenly glory." As a dogma, the Assumption is a required belief of all 

Catholics; anyone who publicly dissents from the dogma, Pope Pius declared, "has fallen 

away completely from the divine and Catholic Faith." 

While the Eastern Orthodox believe in the Dormition, they object to the papal definition of 

the dogma, seeing it as unnecessary, since belief in Mary's bodily assumption, tradition holds, 

goes back to apostolic times. 

    000000000000000000000000000000 

 

65
th

 Independence Day 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/a/2010_Lit_Cal.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/g/Dormition.htm
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Liberated from the British rule   Bodily liberation from this life 

In 1947 Aug 15     BVM assumed-Declared in 1950 Aug 15 

Indians fought against the British and won  Mother Mary fought against the world 

Still in bondage under selfish leaders   Totally free from bodily corruption 

Need to march towards sanitation and health  Pleads for our salvation 

Leads to self dignity and national pride  Shows the way to the Lord 

Gives the pride we are Indians   Leads us to pride on heaven 

Individual transformation- need of the hour  Individual salvation is aimed - BVM  

Motherland      Mother of humanity 

The New Indians must work for good of all  The New Christians must follow Him 
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TURN TO THE SCRIPTURE 

Interesting facts about the Bible 

Here are some truly interesting and cool facts about the Bible. Bring the Bible to life by 

sharing these fun facts with your family and friends. These are facts about heroes, animals, 

kings, battles and more. 

1. The word Bible come s from the Greek word Biblia, which literally means ‗books‘. 

So, reading the Bible is like reading 73 books. 

2. About persons engaged in the writing of the Bible, during the period of about 1600 

years-i.e, from 1500 BC to AD 100. 

3. The authors as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.(2 Pet 1:21). They wrote not in 

words of human wisdom, but in words divinely thought (1.Cor.2:13) 

4. The Bible contains 2 Testaments. The OT contains 46 books, the NT, 27 books. 

5. Abraham is the first person in the Bible to be called a Hebrew.  

6. The word ‗Lord‘ occurs 1853 times in the Bible. 

7. The book of Esther contains 10 chapters, but neither the word ‗ Lord‘ nor ‗God‘ is to 

be found in it.\ 

8. The shortest OT book is Obedia (Prophetical book). It has 1 chapter with 21 verses. 

9. The shortest book in the NT is 2 Jn with 13 verses. 

10. The Shortest verse in the OT is I Chronicles 1:25 (Heber, Peleg, Reu.) 

11. The shortest verse in the NT is Jn.11:35 (Jesus wept) 

12. The longest verse in the Bible is Esther 8:9. It contains 90 words 

13. The oldest parable in the Bible is in Judges 9:8-15 

14. The OT has more than 60 references to Jesus 

15. The NT contains more than 260 OT quotations 

16. The longest book in the NT is Acts of the Apostles. It has 28 chapters, Mt also has 28 

chapters, but is shorter.\ 

17. The NT has 7959 verses. 

18. The longest word in the Bible is found in Is.8:1 (Maher-shalal-Hash-Baz) 

19. The 19
th

 chapter of 2 Kings and the 37
th

 chapter of Isaiah are nearly identical. 

20. The Bible holds the distinction of being the first printed book; it was first printed in 

1450. 

21. The revised version of the whole Bible was published in 1885. 

22. The Bible was divided into chapters by Cardinal Hugo in 1250. 

23. The NT was divided into verses by Sir.Robert Stephens in 1551. 



24. The whole Bible, divided into chapters and verses, first appeared in 1560 in what is 

known as the ‗Geneva Bible‘. It was so called because it was prepared by the 

reformers in Geneva. 

25. The Bible is the most translated book in the world. It has been translated into more 

languages and dialects than any other book ever written. 

26. The Bible continues to be the best seller in the world. 

27. The OT was written in Hebrew. The NT was written in Greek. 

28. The star of the Bethlehem was reported by Mathew, but Chinese astronomers 

recorded it, to. To the Chinese it was the bright, unknown star. 

29. A shepherd boy discovered old clay jars in a cave by the Dead Sea. The old jars 

contained dusty scrolls, which turned out to be ancient copies of the OT 

30. The word Christian is first mentioned in the Bible in Acts 11:26. The word Christian 

is found in only 2 other places in the Bible Acts 26:28 and I Pet 4:16 

31. Two men in the Bible never died. Enoch and Elijah. God took them to heaven. 

32. Isaiah prophesied most about the coming of Jesus. Is.52:13 -53:12 lists more than 20 

characteristics of Jesus, all of which are true. 

33. The strongest man in the Bible is Samson.  

34. The wisest man in the Bible is Solomon  

35. The greatest warrior in the Bible is Gideon with 300 men, 30 trumphets and God, he 

defeated 135000 Medianites  

36. The biggest and tallest villain in the Bible is Goliath, over 9.5 tall. 

37. The number 7 appears many times in the Bible. It often linked to perfection or 

completion. 

38. There were 12 tribes of Israel and 12 disciples. 

39. The number 40 is used many times in the Bible. It often means God is about to usher 

in a new event or era. For instances, rain during the flood lasted 40 days, spies 

explored Cannan 40 days, Jona warned Nineveh for 40 days, Jesus fasted in the 

wilderness for 40 days. 

40. The first book of the Bible tells of an serpent tempting Eve. The last book of the Bible 

calls Satan ‗The serpent of the old, who is the devil‘ (Gen 3, Rev. 20:2) 

41. ‗Do not be afraid‘ appears 365 days in the Bible. The same number days in a year. 
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NEW CHURCH READY FOR DEDICATION 

Rustambagh, a posh residential area situated just behind Manipal Speciality Hospital, Old 

Airport Road, Bangalore.  

This locality is not easy to be located as it is just interior from the Airport Road. One has to 

come to the Old Airport Road, look for Manipal hospital. Reaching the Manipal Hospital, 



look for a service road between Seventh Day Advent School and the hospital. Coming down 

to the dead end of the road, after bypassing many apartments including The Urban,  a luxury 

hotel, take left and walk straight (Church Road, to be named so shortly) to the Church to your 

left. 

Walking straight to the dead end from the Oxford House (a Corporate offices building), you 

will find to your right a tall untraditional structure, St.Peter’s Church, a different one to your 

building taste. Welcoming you with praying shape hands, the St.Peter‘s Church takes you up 

to the main church building. 

If you are new to Rustambagh, you will surely find little hard to locate the church building 

but once you reach the Church, you can be sure, I guarantee, you will enjoy every bit of the 

new structure, a unique edifice in itself. Someone commented, ‗is this structure foreign in its 

model?‘ ....Waw! Certainly it looks like a foreign styled church with glasses in the front, 4 

staircases leading you to church inside.  

The moment you get in, you cannot avoid a feast for your eyes namely, 3 stain glass panels 

depicting 3 life events of St.Peter. They are elegant and beautiful. While the concept was 

conceived by the parish priest Fr.J.Arokianathan, Mr. Anand Rajan the master mind behind 

these stain glasses has taken a lot of creativity to design and structure the panels. St.Peter 

walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee imitating his master Jesus; Jesus empowering 

Peter with Keys of the entire Church and the letter denying  Jesus 3 times in the courtyard of 

Antonio Fortress are the  three pictured glasses very above the main altar sanctuary 

spectacular indeed!  

The new church has a lovely and spacious balcony with rooms attached at either wings of the 

building. Balcony? Yes... but what about people elderly and physically challenged? Well, a 

lift will soon be installed.  Heard of a lift for the Church here in Bangalore?! Perhaps ours is 

the first Church to have lift with 3 levels.  

In a limited landscape and space this church looks elegant. It took nearly 2 years to complete, 

although it was quite hard to obtain sanction plan from BBMP (Bangalore City Corporation). 

The church floors, altar sanctuary are done with smooth tiles and marbles. Strong wooden 

benches with cushioned kneelers are placed in the church for the devotees and parishioners 

that they may pray comfortably and participate in the Holy Eucharist actively. 

And many more features in St.Peter‘s Church, at Rustambagh. Come and visit this church at 

any time. 

DEDICATION OF THIS NEW CHURCH WILL TALE PLACE VERY SOON SAY BY 

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER or OCTOBER 2012 

We need your graceful and timely contribution towards many undertakings. 

HERE ARE THE LIST OF THINGS REQUIRED FOR OUR NEW CHURCH. 

YOU MAY CHOOSE TO SPONSOR EITHER IN KIND OR IN MONEY.  

 

THINGS REQUIRED FOR THE NEW CHURCH 
 
1.     Tabernacle...(Sponsored) 
 
2.     Crucifix Statue (Corpus) ...Rs.42,000 (sponsored) 



 
3.     Wooden Stand at the altar (at the Celebrant’s seating) ......Rs.30,000 
 
4.     STATUE OF ST.PETER (inside)...Rs.25,000 (Sponsored) 
 
5.     STATUES OF OUR LAND ..25,000(Sponsored)   AND PETER RECEIVING THE KEY: 22,000 
 
6.     CHURCH BELL: 80 Kg (Copper, Tin andZinc)...Rs.104,000 
 
7.     CHURCH BELL: 110 Kg ----Rs.141,000 
 
8.     BENCHES: Rs.15,000 each 6 ft.......104 Benches required 
 
9.     LIGHTS AND FITTINGS 150 watt focus lights for the santuary, 35 tube lights 
 
 3 Chandliers 
 
10. FANS AND FITTINGS: 8 normal 48" ceiling fans,  10 all wall hung fans heave duty, 
 
11.  STATIONS OF THE CROSS (Glass works )..Rs.70,000 for 14stations 
 
12.  STATIONS OF THE CROSS ALUMINIUM BOXES fabricated)----Rs.    ? 
 
13.  Altar Liturgical Clothes including Screens at the altar and sacristy doors... Rs.40,000 
 
 Rs.36500 for all 5 liturgical colour (Joseph Juliet Art Works, Thoothukkudi) 
 
14.  SACRISTY WOODEN TABLE WITH DRAWERS for altar clothes andvestments: Rs. 40,000 
 
15.  Holy water fonts at the entrance 4 nos. (Rs.3200 each) ( 2 Sponsored) 
 
16.  Red carpet (from the entrance to the altar steps) 
 
17.  New Chausibles (Vestments)  (Red, White, Green, Yellow and Violet) 
 
18.  Emergency Lamps at the church corridors(both sides) 
 
19.  INVERTER (UPS) FOR THE NEW CHURCH 
 
20.  Altar Boys Dress (6 sets)  
 
21.  Altar Boys dress stand...Rs.6000 (Sponsored0 
 
22.  Sofa for the Bridal parties at the altar steps 
 
23.  Steel structural arch for the bridal couple 
 



24.  Thurib and incense stand ...Rs.5000 (Sponsored) 
 
25.  Notice Boards inside and outside the church (4) 
 
26.  Chalice: 1. Golden Decorated.....Big ...Rs.6800 (sponsored) 
 
                        2. Golden decorated Medium....Rs.5800 (Sponsored) 
 

 3. Golden & Plain, Big....Rs.3800 
 
                        Golden small & plain--- Rs.2800 
 
                        Steel –Medium and plain...Rs.2900 
 
                        Steel small and plain...Rs.2500 
 
                        Steel medium and plain....Rs.2300 
 
27.  Ciborium: Golden Big ...Rs.4200 9Sponsored) 
 
                        Golden medium...Rs.3400 (Sponsored) 
 
                        Golden smaller than medium ...Rs.3200 
 
28.  SOUND SYSTEM 
 
29.  Door Foot carpets...12 Nos. (Sponsored) 
 
30.  LIFT (3 LEVELS) .... Approximately 6.5 lakh 
 
31.  CHURCH NAME BOARD AT THE GATE (Sponsored) 
 
32.  Dumb Boxes holder (stand)....Rs.6000 
 
33.  Baptism articles container (wooden Box) 
 
34.  White Albs (long robes) for priests in the sacristy 
 
35.  Altar Bell (Gong) used to ring during elevation..... Rs.4000 (Sponsored) 
 
36.  Coffin Bench / Desk...Rs.5000 )Sponsored) 
37.  LCD Projector with screen 
38. Our Lady’s Grtotto 
 
WE WELCOME DONORS AND WELL WISHERS TO SPONSOR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 
MENTIONED ABOVE 
 



 IF YOU DONATE IN CHEQHUE PLEASE WTITE IN FAVOUR OF “ ST.PETER’S CHURCH 
BUILDING FUND”. 
IF YOU TRANSFER DIRECTLY TO THE BANK, PLEASE REMIT A/C NO.048520 100 53656 IFSC 
CODE: SYNB0000485 SYNDICATE BANK, MANIPAL HOSPITAL BRANCH, OLD AIRPORT 
ROAD, BANGALORE – 560 017, INDIA 
 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR GOOD WILL AND GENEROSITY 
 
                            THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU 
REV.FR.J.AROKIANATHAN, PARISH PRIEST, RUSTAMBAGH, BEHIND MANIPAL HOSPITAL, 
OLD AIRPORT ROAD, BANGALORE – 560 017, INDIA TEL: 080/25264343, 09740203056 
EMAIL: arokiavaticannathan@gmail.com 
 
    0000000000000000000000 

 
NEWS FROM VATICAN 

The Pope takes a working holiday 

 

 

Benedict XVI delves into his reading 

Benedict XVI is writing the third part of his essay on Jesus and preparing texts and 

reflections for the Post-Synodal Exhortation on the Middle East, the Year of Faith and the 

Second Vatican Council‘s 50th anniversary 

The Pope arrived just last Tuesday at Castel Gandolfo, the beautiful town south-east of Rome 

where he usually spends a period of summer rest. But much of his time is going to be spent 

studying, praying and writing: ―The Pope has started working on his book on Jesus again,‖ 

Benedict XVI‘s spokesman, Fr. Federico Lombardi said in a briefing recently. 

Ratzinger has already published two books on ―Jesus of Nazareth‖ and is now preparing a 

third on Jesus‘ childhood.  

Lombardi said finishing work on his book ―is one of [Benedict XVI‘s] primary objectives.‖ 

But over the next few weeks of holidays, the Pope is also aiming to work on the ―Post-

Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Middle East‖ as well as ―prepare the speeches for his 

upcoming trip to Lebanon.‖ 

mailto:arokiavaticannathan@gmail.com
http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=fileadmin/user_upload/vaticano/Benedetto_XVI_lettore.jpg&width=800m&height=600&bodyTag=<body bgColor="


The Pope will also reflect on the Year of Faith which begins in October and on the 50
th

 

anniversary of the Second Vatican Council, which falls in the same month. 
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Pope summons cardinals to Vatican to discuss abuse  

Pope Benedict XVI has summoned his cardinals to Rome on November 19 to discuss the 

Catholic Church's response to cases of sexual abuse by clergymen, the Vatican said in a 

statement on Monday. 

 

The Pope will discuss the Catholic Church's response to cases of sexual abuse by clergymen with his 

cardinals in a meeting known as a consistory Photo: AFP 

4:22PM GMT 08 Nov 2010 

The unprecedented talks, which come on the eve of a meeting that will formally recognise 24 

new cardinals, will also discuss the procedure for accepting Anglican converts into the 

Church, the Vatican said. 

The meeting, known as a consistory, will be led by William Joseph Levada, head of the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the body in charge of Church doctrine that used to 

be headed by the current pope. 

Levada, a US cardinal who was formerly the archbishop of San Francisco, is seen as a 

conservative stalwart and has been criticised by victims of sex abuse by priests of covering 

up Church crimes instead of exposing them. 

The consistory is set to bring together more than 200 cardinals including the newly-appointed 

ones. The college of cardinals holds key power in the Catholic Church because it is the 

organisation that elects new popes. 

Following the publication in November 2009 of a report revealing hundreds of cases of child 

sex abuse by the clergy in Ireland, Pope Benedict has grappled with the most serious crisis in 

the Church of recent years. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vatican-China relations: Holy See expresses concern over new bishop’s arrest 

 

 

Fr. Federico Lombardi 

Fr. Lombardi‘s response to the increasingly difficult situation involving the country‘s 

government, the restrictions to religious freedom and the Holy See‘s prerogatives 

The Holy See‘s spokesman, Fr. Federico Lombardi chose his words carefully when 

responding to journalists‘ questions about the new Auxiliary Bishop of Shanghai, Mgr. 

Thaddeus Ma Daqin, expressing ―regret‖ for a situation he defined as ―anomalous‖.  

The prelate was ordained just last Saturday, with the blessing of both the Holy See and the 

government in Beijing. But during the rite, Mgr. Ma made an announcement which must not 

have gone down well with authorities: he was going to leave his position at the Patriotic 

Association - the official organisation of Chinese Catholics which is recognised by the 

Chinese government but considered illegitimate by the Vatican – in order to dedicate his time 

fully to his new role as bishop. Since then, no one has been able to contact Mgr. Ma, who is 

believed to be held inside the Sheshan Sanctuary in Shanghai, unable to communicate with 

the outside world. 

This was also confirmed by the director of the Vatican Press Office: We have no direct 

contact with him and have no detailed information.‖ According to the Vatican spokesman, 

Mgr. Ma‘s ordination is ―good news‖ and ―was a source of joy and satisfaction‖ for the 
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Vatican. All the more reason why he regretted the fact that this ―anomalous and negative 

situation has been created.‖ 

In recent weeks, mutual accusations and condemnations have been fired back and forth 

between Rome and Beijing. After the Holy See made the excommunication of the new bishop 

of Harbin, Mgr. Yue Fusheng, (ordained last week without the Pope‘s approval) official, the 

Patriotic Association and the Council of Chinese Bishops - a sort of Episcopal Conference 

which the Vatican does not recognise either - accused the Vatican of ―hindering unity, 

communion and the healthy growth of the Church in China.‖ But the two organisations also 

see Mgr. Ma‘s ordination as a ―serious violation‖ and have decided to launch an inquiry into 

the issue, calling bishops who participated in the ceremony back to Beijing. 

Fr. Lombardi did not wish to respond directly to these statements, but only went as far as to 

highlight that the ―Holy See‘s position regarding ordinations is very clear, both from an 

ecclesiological point of view and in terms of the correct procedures to follow.‖  

According to the Vatican spokesman, one “fundamental problem” remains between China and the 

Holy See, that is, the distinction between political and religious systems”: “The Church is very clear 

about the fact that its autonomy must be respected in accordance with the system of the Church 

which is independent and does not wish to interfere in political affairs. But - he concluded – this is 

not easy to understand for those who look at this from a different perspective and therefore reason 

differently, believing they should have a say on the issue.” ALESSANDRO SPECIALE 

VATICAN CITY 
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Cubans are ready to welcome the Pope and see him as a catalyst for change 

 

 

Dionisio Garcia, arcibishop of Santiago de Cuba 

People are “proud” that Benedict XVI is coming to their island, and see him as bringing hope 

and helping push forward the transformation of their country 
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Cuba is ready to welcome the pope. In Havana a yellow and white papal canopy covers the 

altar in the Plaza de la Revolucion where Benedict XVI, like his predecessor - John Paul II, 

will celebrate mass and preach on March 28. 

The papal platform stands at the foot of the massive statue of Jose Marti, the Cuban journalist 

and poet (1853-1895) who fought against the Spanish occupation. When he looks across the 

Plaza from the altar Pope Benedict will see right opposite him the bearded face of Fidel 

Castro on the Ministry of Communications, and the image of Che Guevara on the 

Ministry of the Interior building, ever present reminders of the revolution that changed 

this country. 

Everyone one I spoke to in Havana expressed happiness that the Pope is coming, ―proud‖ 

(―orgulloso‖) is the word most frequently used. People look to him to bring ―hope‖, they 

want his visit to herald the change that this society greatly needs.  

Former President Fidel Castro first tried to reform the economy in the early 1990s but pulled 

back in 1995, and now his brother and President, Raul, is trying to do so gradually in a 

country where the Armed Forces control an estimated 60% of the various industries and 

economic ventures. For most ordinary people life is an uphill struggle, even to get the bare 

necessities of life is an increasing challenge. The Government is getting rid of ration books 

for basic necessities, but has also laid-off many people from unprofitable state run 

enterprises and so many people are worried how they can manage. “The socialist 

economy is in a state of controlled-demolition” with devastating immediate 

consequences for many people who suddenly find themselves without a job, a Cuban 

journalist told me. 

Many suffer malnutrition, particularly outside Havana. The once esteemed health care system 

often lacks basic medicines; education too has suffered from poorly trained teachers. ―People 

are discontent and show their resistance by not working the hours they should; they work less 

hours in their state jobs and use the other hours to try to compensate for their low pay in other 

enterprising ways‖, the journalist added. (GERARD O'CONNELL 

HAVANA) 
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Cardinal John Tong of Hong Kong 



A Hong Kong cardinal has criticized the Chinese government‘s involvement in ordinations, 

saying they are neither political nor economic matters, after officials reportedly launched an 

investigation into the Vatican-approved ordination of Auxiliary Bishop Thaddeus Ma Daqin 

last week. 

Bishop Ma announced at the event that he would quit his posts at the state-sanctioned 

Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA). Chinese officials reportedly have kept 

Bishop Ma from his episcopal ministry in response to his announcement. 

―Dialogue between China and the Vatican is a must. It is very urgent now to resolve the 

dramatic case of Bishop Ma Daqin,‖ Cardinal John Tong Hon said. ―Only with dialogue will 

a ‗win-win‘ result eventually be achieved.‖ 
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Vatileaks: Pope's butler says he acted 'out of love' for Benedict XVI  

The Pope's butler will tell a likely trial in the Vatican that he stole and leaked confidential 

documents "out of love" for Benedict XVI and to help his efforts to "clean up" the Roman 

Catholic Church.  

By Nick Squires, Rome 

4:10PM BST 22 Jul 2012 

After spending 60 days in detention in a "secure room" under the eyes of the Vatican's 

gendarmerie, Paolo Gabriele was released to house arrest at the weekend. 

Vatican officials said he would most probably face trial on charges of stealing and leaking to 

Italian journalists letters and papers from the Pope's apartments within the Apostolic Palace, 

and that the trial would most likely start in the autumn. 

His lawyers insisted at a Vatican press conference that he acted on his own initiative when he 

took the documents and stashed them in his Vatican apartment and denied that their client 

was part of any wider plot or power play within the Holy See. 

Many Vatican observers have said they thought it unlikely that the 46-year-old valet was 

acting alone, amid reports of jostling for power to choose the Pope's eventual successor and 

Machiavellian manoeuvrings over alleged corruption within the Vatican administration and a 

measures to improve transparency within the Vatican bank, known as the Institute for Works 

of Religion. 

"The motivations that prompted him to do certain things are all of an interior nature. There 

were no external motives," said Carlo Fusco, the butler's lawyer. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/journalists/nick-squires/


He said his client had been motivated by "the desire to do something that could be an act of 

help, an act of love, towards the pope". 

He added: "Obviously the way in which each person expresses (such desires) is subjective 

and debatable." 

Mr Gabriele has had plenty of time to reflect on what he did, after being arrested on May 23, 

and now regretted the theft of the documents, his lawyer said. 

"We can say with absolute certainty that there was no network, there were no plots, either in 

the Vatican or outside the Vatican, that Paolo was part of," Mr Fusco said. 

The butler's legal team insisted that he received no money or other reward for stealing the 

papers in what has been dubbed the "Vatileaks" scandal, amid perplexion among Vatican 

analysts over what motivated the theft. 

A Vatican magistrate will decide in the next two weeks whether to formally charge Mr 

Gabriele with "aggravated theft", a crime for which he could be sent to prison for up to six 

years. 

If he is sent to trial, as seems likely, it would start sometime after September. 

But it is also likely that he will ask for a personal pardon from the German-born pontiff, his 

lawyers said. 

Meanwhile, Benedict blessed the London Olympics during an audience at his summer 

residence in the hills outside Rome, Castel Gandolfo. 

"I pray that, in the spirit of the Olympic Truce, the goodwill generated by this international 

sporting event may bear fruit, promoting peace and reconciliation throughout the world," the 

85-year-old pontiff said. 

"Upon all those attending the London Olympic Games, I invoke the abundant blessings of 

Almighty God," he said to cheers from the crowd 
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NEWS FROM SECULAR WORLD 

Bishops condemn blasts in Shia processions 
ucanews.com reporter, Lahore, Pakistan January 27, 2011 

 



The site near the bomb blast in Lahore 

Bishops in Pakistan have condemned the bomb attacks in Lahore and Karachi in which 15 

people died and more than 50 were injured. 

Bishop Max Rodrigues of Hyderabad called for reformation of the education system in the 

country. 

―The tragedy is the result of divisive and repulsive thinking. Our country has detracted from 

the purpose of its creation. Things will get worse in the absence of a positive thought for 

unification,‖ he said. 

Auxiliary Bishop Sebastian Shah of Lahore termed the violence as a conspiracy to disrupt 

peace. ―People are now afraid to attend big gatherings like marriages and religious events. 

The bombings are also an alarm for us,‖ he said. 

The Church has for a long time argued for a ―balanced curriculum,‖ saying the present school 

courses encourage extremism. 

Two separate suicide bombs exploded yesterday while members of the Shia community held 

a procession marking the end of 40 days‘ mourning for Prophet Imam Hussain. The bombing 

in Lahore occurred as the Sunni Muslims flocked to the sufi Data Darbar shrine, situated near 

a Shia shrine, for the annual gathering. The banned ―Movement of Taliban‖ has accepted the 

responsibility of the bombings. 

Yasir Bokhari, a Shia Muslim in Lahore, says God saved him from the incident. ―I was at 

Karbala Gamy Shah shrine the same morning. People described a teenage boy running 

towards the police and later detonating himself,‖ he said adding the same shrine was bombed 

last Ramadan, the Muslim month of fasting. 
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Israel: MP tears up Gospel after calling it an “abominable book” 

 

Ben-Ari rips the New Testament to shreds 

Michael Ben-Ari a religious conservative was photographed tearing up a copy of the New 

Testament which was given to him by Israeli Evangelicals 

Yesterday (17.7.2012) a photographer captured the shocking scene of Israeli MP Michael Ben-Ari 

tearing up a copy of the New Testament and throwing it in the bin. He did not commit this act in just 

any old place; he did it in the Knesset, the Israeli Parliament. Mr. Ben-Ari is a member of HaIhud 

HaLeumim (National Union) a religious Jewish right wing party close to the Occupy Movement. 

The gesture - which brings to mind the action of U.S. pastor Terry Jones who set fire to a 

copy of the Koran - was in response to an ―unacceptable provocation‖ by the Israeli Bible 

Society, an Evangelical entity which in recent days sent a copy of the New Testament in 
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Jewish to all 120 Israeli MPs. ――We are pleased to send you this book which we hope will 

help you and illuminate your way,‖ the accompanying letter written by Victor Kalisher read. 

―We hope and pray that this book may help you in your important position in service of the 

people.‖ 

A very unwise move in a country like Israel where Christian proselytism is a topic that has 

always caused tension. Arutz Sheva, the news agency that is most sympathetic to the religious 

conservatives, promptly reported the news the other day, with the headline: ―Christians Flood 

Knesset with ‗New Judaism‘‖. The article said many MPs were furious about this gesture and 

that Tzipi Hotolevy, a member of the Likud party, has specifically asked Knesset‘s president, 

Reuven Rivlin, ―to put a stop to the dissemination of what she said is outright missionary 

material in the Knesset.‖ 

But yesterday, Michael Ben-Ari decided to go even further and got a photographer to capture 

the moment when he publicly ripped the pages out of the book in question and then threw 

them in the bin. As he did so he said: ―This abominable book [the New Testament] brought 

about the murder of millions of Jews in the Inquisition and autos da fé.‖ ―This is a 

provocation by church missionaries and there is no doubt that this book and those who sent it 

belong in the garbage can of history.‖ 

One look at the MP‘s CV and it becomes instantly clear as to why he decided to make this 

gesture. Mr. Ben-Ari who is 48 years old was born to Eastern Jewish parents and grew up in 

one of the roughest neighbourhoods on the outskirts of Tel Aviv. Today he lives in the Karnei 

Shomron settlement and is the first Israeli MP to not hide the fact that he is a follower of 

Meir Kahane, founder of the racist party Kach. The party was banned in Israel for inciting 

anti-Arab hatred after the massacre of 29 Palestinians in 1994 by colonizer Baruc Goldstein 

at the Tomb of Abraham in Hebron. For this reason, the U.S. has denied him a visa on more 

than one occasion, referring to U.S. anti-terrorism legislation. In 2009 Mr. Ben-Ari captured 

people‘s attention when he made some inflammatory comments about Benedict XVI‘s visit to 

Israel: ―Giving the Pope a State welcome would mean turning one‘s back on the millions of 

Jews who were killed throughout the history of Christianity.‖ 

The MP‘s glaring insult to the New Testament could have repercussions for relations between 

Israel and Evangelical conservatives, who have been one of Prime Minister Netanyahu‘s 

foremost allies in the U.S. The incident comes just a few weeks before Mormon Mitt 

Romney‘s visit to Israel. . (GIORGIO BERNARDELLI 

ROME) 
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Batman shooting: cinema staff criticised for gas mask stunt 
Cinema-goers sitting down to watch the new Batman film watched in horror as an assistant 

strolled in wearing a gas mask just like the suspect on the Colorado gun massacre. 



Alleged cinema gunman James Holmes appears in 

court after his shooting spree at a Batman premiere in Aurora, Colorado Photo: Getty 

Images 

11:58AM BST 25 Jul 2012 

Schoolteacher Elizabeth Atkinson, 24, was in Worcester's Vue cinema with brothers James, 

27, and Leo, 19, and said they were "appalled and sickened" by the publicity stunt.  

She said a male member of staff walked into the cinema dressed as the film's villain Bane 

during a screening of the new Batman film on Friday, the same day a gunman also wearing a 

gas mask opened fire on a US cinema audience.  

James Holmes, aged 24, appeared in court in the US yesterday, with his hair dyed red, 

following the killings which claimed the lives of 12 people, including that of a six-year old 

girl. The gun attack during a midnight screening of The Dark Knight Rises in Aurora, near 

Denver, left 59 others wounded, many critically.  

Elizabeth, from Worcester, said: "In light of the recent and tragic event during the screening 

of the new Batman film in Aurora, Colorado, I was shocked and appalled by the attitude 

displayed by the staff at the Vue cinema here in Worcester.  

"While the trailers were in progress, one of the cinema attendants entered the screen room 

wearing a gas mask and stood to the side looking at the audience.  

"This is exactly as the gunman in Colorado was reported to have been dressed. I was not the 

only one who found this to be extremely disconcerting and inappropriate.  

"I raised my concerns to other staff members outside, explaining that this attendant was 

causing discomfort. The response I received was one to suggest that they were either unaware 

of the recent shooting, or they were indifferent to it.  

"I was told simply that he was 'Dressed as the villain, Bane'. It was only when I explained 

further that the Colorado gunman was also dressed in this way, that the attendant was spoken 

to and the mask removed.  

"One would have expected that the management of the Vue cinema would have been 

sensitive to this issue and dissuaded the staff members from dressing up. This incident was at 

best in poor taste, and at worst a sickening lack of respect."  

Her brother James has written a letter of complaint to Vue.  



Mr Atkinson, a freelance film maker, wrote "Even though I knew he was meant to be dressed 

as the character Bane from the film, I felt it was incredibly insensitive indeed in light of the 

recent shootings in America by a man wearing a gas mask."  

A spokesman for Vue cinemas said: "Our staff are passionate about movies and often wear 

fancy dress on the opening day of blockbuster films.  

"On this occasion a staff member started his shift in fancy dress, but removed it within 

minutes of being on site. We in no way meant to cause offence and wholeheartedly apologise 

for this misplaced enthusiasm.  

"Everyone at Vue Entertainment has been deeply shocked and saddened by the tragic incident 

that took place in Denver. Our thoughts are with the families, friends and colleagues of all 

those who have been killed and injured."  
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13
TH

 PRESIDENT  OF INDIA     

Pranab Mukherjee 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Pranab Kumar Mukherjee (/prənəb kʊmɑːr mʉkhərdʒiː/; born 11 December 1935) is the 

13th and current President of India, in office since July 2012. In a political career spanning 

six decades, Mukherjee was a senior leader of the Indian National Congress and occupied 

several ministerial portfolios in the Government of India. Prior to his election as President in 

July 2012, Mukherjee was Union Finance Minister, and the Congress party's top 

troubleshooter. 

In 1969, Mukherjee got his break in politics thanks to Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, who 

helped him get elected to the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of India's Parliament, on a 

Congress ticket. Following a meteoric rise in the early phase of his career, he became one of 

Indira's most trusted lieutenants, and a minister in her cabinet in 1973. Mukherjee's service in 
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a number of ministerial capacities culminated in his first stint as Finance Minister in 1982–

84. Mukherjee was Leader of the House in the Rajya Sabha from 1980 to 1985. 

Mukherjee was sidelined from the Congress during the Prime Ministership of Rajiv Gandhi, 

Indira's son. Mukherjee had viewed himself, and not the inexperienced Rajiv, as the rightful 

successor to Indira following her assassination in 1984. Mukherjee lost out in the ensuing 

power struggle. He formed his own party, the Rashtriya Samajwadi Congress, which merged 

with the Congress in 1989 after reaching a compromise with Rajiv Gandhi. Mukherjee's 

political career revived when Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao appointed him Planning 

Commission head in 1991 and Foreign Minister in 1995. Following this, as elder statesman of 

the Congress, Mukherjee was the principal architect of Sonia Gandhi's (Rajiv's widow) entry 

into politics in the late 1990s. 

When the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) came into power in 2004, 

Mukherjee, never a mass leader, won a Lok Sabha (lower house of Parliament) seat for the 

first time. From then until his resignation in 2012, Mukherjee was number-two in Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh's government. He held a number of key cabinet portfolios—

Defence (2004–06), External Affairs (2006–09) and Finance (2009–12)—apart from heading 

several Groups of Ministers (GoMs) and being Leader of House in the Lok Sabha. After 

securing the UPA's nomination for the country's Presidency, Mukherjee easily bested P. A. 

Sangma in the race to Rashtrapati Bhavan, winning 70 percent of the vote. 

Writing is easier than publishing. Producing is easier than marketing. Composing music is 

easier than taking it to the public. Listening is easier than practising. Thinking is easier than 

articulating. Procreation is easier than bringing up the kids. Sowing is easier than protecting, 

harvesting and bringing home the crop. Planning is easier than executing. 

 

Well, anything is easier to start than to carry it on till its objectives are achieved. 

Anything when purchased new is cute and beautiful but its utility and value is almost brushed 

aside as the time moves on. 

 

Entering into a new house gives us great joy. As people live on in that house, it becomes so 

used to that the thought and respect for that house becomes almost dull and old. 

 

Mr.Pranab Mukergy is elected as 13
th

 President of the Free India. He is elected with 69.3% 

votes. He is considered as an efficient man. His efficiency will be known as time moves on. 

With all his economic and finance knowledge he is believed to take the nation on right track. 

But only the time will prove this statement. 

Anything that we start is so interesting but as times moves on, we lose interest in it. We lack 

consistency. Our mind is never satisfied with anything for long. It craves for change. But urge 

for change in certain spheres of life like marriage, faith, convictions of life will result in harm 

and loss. 

 For example: marriage. Marriage is for partnership of husband and wife for whole life. Faith 

in Triune God (Father Son and Holy Spirit) should be so convincing that no change in faith is 

permitted in true sense of the word FAITH IN GOD. One cannot afford to dwindle in his/her 

faith...it should be strong and convincing. He who perseveres till the end will be saved. 
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Stowaway Liam Corcoran: boarding a plane was easier than doing my 

homework  
Liam Corcoran, the boy who became a stowaway on a plane to Rome, has said no officials 

asked to see his travel documents as he boarded a budget airline flight. 

 

Liam Corcoran managed to fly from Manchester to Rome on his own without a passport, ticket or 

boarding pass  

 

By Andrew Hough, and David Millward 

The 11-year-old boy sparked a security alert after managing to fly from Manchester to Rome 

on his own without a passport, ticket or boarding pass.  

The schoolboy passed through security without being checked, before boarding the Jet2.com 

flight yesterday.  

Liam had travelled less than three miles from a nearby shopping centre, before evading five 

security checks to successfully board flight LS791 to the Italian capital.  

The captain was only alerted to the extra passenger when holidaymakers raised concerns 

during the flight.  

Speaking yesterday, Liam said: ―Getting on the plane was easier than doing my homework. I 

didn‘t have anything on me and no one asked me for anything. They smiled at me when I 

went through.‖ 

He said he had just been looking for a lavatory and kept searching until he ended up on the 

plane.  

The 11 year-old told The Sun: ―I went to the toilet and sat there but I couldn‘t get out. Then 

'whoosh‘, we were going up in the sky.‖ 

His mother Mary said she thought her son had been abducted when he slipped away from her 

in a shop near the airport.  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/journalists/andrew-hough/
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Police phoned her more than four hours after he disappeared to tell her ―we have found your 

son, he‘s in Rome‖, she said.  

―I can‘t get my head around it,‖ she added. ―How did he get that far without anyone asking 

him one question? I just keep thinking how easy it would be for a terrorist, it‘s unbelievable.  

―All I read about is how airport security is the highest it has ever been. I‘m disgusted and I 

want answers.‖ 

Liam‘s father, Aaron Fort, 34, said his son had ―been a bit petrified by the enormity of it all‖.  

―If he had got off the plane as easy as he got on Lord knows what would have happened to 

him wandering round Rome airport,‖ he said. 

He said his son had been swimming earlier in the day and got into difficulties, which had 

caused him to panic.  

He said: "He wears armbands as he is not the best swimmer and I think he got into diffculties 

and the lifeguard had to throw him a rope to get him out.  

"That sort of incident would have worried him-he is that sort of lad.He would have panicked.  

"He must have got changed and given his mother the slip and then walked from the baths in 

Wythenshawe to the airport.  

"It would have taken him about 30 minutes to walk it.  

"Once there he seems to have mixed with some other children and followed them on the 

plane.  

"I thought people should be counted on an off but that must not have been the case.‘ 

"He has never had a Passport, never been to Rome and never been abroad.  

―When we all lived in Blackpool we would go down to the front and ride on a tram-that‘s 

about it.  

―As far I know he has no great love for planes. He would rather kick a ball about.‖ 

Liam's 1,500 mile "adventure" ended on Tuesday night when he returned to Britain unharmed 

and was reunited with his family.  

At least three separate investigations were underway while several staff have been suspended 

over the security breach.  

The incident comes as more than two million people arrive in Britain ahead of the Olympic 

Games, which open in London on Friday.  

"I take any breach of security, very, very seriously," Justine Greening, the Transport 

Secretary, told the BBC.  

"So we are now investigating with Manchester Airport and, indeed the airline, to find out 

exactly what happened.  



"This is an unusual and serious breach and we are keen to find out what has gone on." 

A Manchester Airport spokesman described it as an "extremely serious matter".  

"It is clear that documentation has not been checked correctly at security and the boarding 

gate," he added.  

"The boy went through full security screening so the safety of passengers and the aircraft was 

never compromised. It was our responsibility - we absolutely have to answer for that.  

"This was a young lad on an adventure." 

The drama began at lunchtime yesterday when Liam was reported to Greater Manchester 

Police as missing.  

It appeared he had run away from his 28-year-old mother, Mary, while she was shopping at 

Wythenshawe Civic Centre, located just over a mile from their home.  

It remains unclear how he travelled to the airport, located about two and half miles away, but 

when he arrived he passed through security in Terminal 1 without any problems.  

It was understood that Liam had followed a family when he got to the packed terminal and 

that security staff scanned him but failed to realise he was on his own and had no boarding 

card.  

He then went to one of the gates where passengers were boarding Jet2.com flight and 

managed to get past a security check without showing a passport or boarding card.  

The airport spokesman said: "He was with a large group of other children, he appeared to be 

in a family group - for whatever reason he wasn't checked."  

It was believed that after he boarded and took a seat, crew failed to carry out an accurate 

headcount to make sure that the number of passengers and boarding cards matched up.  

During the flight, passengers became suspicious and alerted cabin crew.  

The captain was informed and radioed back to Manchester, where police informed the boy's 

mother, he was safe and well but on a plane heading to Italy.  

The boy remained on board after landing at Rome Fiumicino Airport, and returned to 

Manchester on the same plane, where he was met by his mother around 9pm last night.  

A number of staff from Manchester Airport and Jet2.com have been suspended. Officials 

declined to comment further or say how many staff have been suspended.  

An airline spokesman said: "On Tuesday, an 11 year old boy cleared security at Manchester 

Airport, without the necessary paperwork but had been through a full security search.  

"The boy then boarded our flight bound for Rome. We have launched a full investigation into 

what is a serious incident, and the staff involved have been suspended pending the outcome.  

"The boy has been returned safely to his family.‖ She declined to comment further.  



A Greater Manchester Police spokesman said: "Shortly before 12.40pm on Tuesday... police 

received a report of a missing 11-year-old boy. The boy was last seen by his mother in a 

shopping centre in Wythenshawe.  

"Officers launched inquiries to trace him, but later became aware that the boy was seen on an 

aeroplane.  

"The boy has now been found safe and well." 

Colorado shooting victim on James Holmes: ‘I forgive him with all my 

heart’ 

By Dylan Stableford, Yahoo! News 

O'Farrill speaks with reporters, July 26, 2012. Click image for 

more photos. (Aaron Ontiveroz/Denver Post) 

It would be understandable for the victims of the Colorado theater shooting and their families 

to want to seek retribution. 

But Pierce O'Farrill, a 28-year-old who was shot three times, says he has forgiven James 

Holmes, the suspected shooter in last week's Aurora, Colo., massacre. 

"Of course, I forgive him with all my heart," O'Farrill told reporters shortly before his release 

from the Univ. of Colorado Hospital on Wednesday. "When I saw him in his hearing, I felt 

nothing but sorrow for him--he's just a lost soul right now." 

O'Farrill--a staffer at the Denver Rescue Mission, a Christian charity organization that helps 

"people at their physical and spiritual points of need, with the goal of returning them to 

society as productive, self-sufficient citizens"--told the Denver Post he would eventually like 

to meet Holmes. 

"I want to see him sometime," O'Farrill, one of 58 people wounded in the shooting, said. 

"The first thing I want to say to him is 'I forgive you,' and the next is, 'Can I pray for you?'" 

O'Farrill's compassion is in stark contrast to the brother of Jessica Ghawi, one of 12 people 

killed in Friday's "Dark Knight Rises" rampage. 

Jordan Ghawi did not attend Holmes' first court appearance on Monday because he feared he 

might try to avenge his sister's death. 

http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/author/dylan-stableford/
http://www.denverpost.com/theatershooting/ci_21158275/aurora-victim-released-from-hospital-says-he-forgives
http://www.denverpost.com/theatershooting/ci_21158275/aurora-victim-released-from-hospital-says-he-forgives
http://www.denverpost.com/theatershooting/ci_21158275/aurora-victim-released-from-hospital-says-he-forgives
http://www.denverrescuemission.org/
http://www.denverpost.com/theatershooting/ci_21158275/aurora-victim-released-from-hospital-says-he-forgives#ixzz21jeFExe0
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/lookout/jessica-ghawi-brother-holmes-colorado-shooter-court-200828865.html
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/lookout/jessica-ghawi-brother-holmes-colorado-shooter-court-200828865.html
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/lookout/jessica-ghawi-brother-holmes-colorado-shooter-court-200828865.html
http://photos.denverpost.com/category/news/colorado/aurora-theater-shooting/


"I was afraid that I may try to get my hands on that man," Jordan Ghawi said in an interview 

with CNN outside the Arapahoe County District Court shortly after the hearing. 

[Also read: Ghawi's brother: 'I was afraid that I may try to get my hands on that man'] 

Holmes appeared dazed as a judge told him he would be held without bond on suspicion of 

first-degree murder. But Ghawi, who described Holmes as a "coward and a genius," did not 

buy it. 

"I don't believe for a second he is sitting there with the wide eyes and pretending to be 

incoherent," Ghawi said. "He knows what he is doing." 
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Health column 

Breast cancer 

Breast Cancer increases annually in India by 3% and as a result beginning from 2015, about 

2.50 lakh women may be victims of BC concludes a study. 

According to Leon, an international Cancer study centre in France in its research says that 

every year in India there will be one lakh women who would  are affected by breast cancer. 

This will increase to 3% and thereby 2.50 lakh women will be cancer patients in 2015. 

Some of the causes for BC declared by the Centre are adopting western life that put off 

marriage, delaying pregnancy, avoiding breast feeding, conceiving babies without sufficient 

interval. These causes bring in change in hormone formation in the body that acts as a root 

for the decease. It is also hereditary says the French Cancer Centre. If suckling mother or any 

sibling women has, the possibility of getting BC is more. 

Keeping unhygienic during menstrual stage, use of unsterilized napkins, attack of cancerous 

virus are also considered as causes for BC, says the study done recently in the Paris Centre. 

In India most women are unaware of the BC and many come meet doctors in the advance 

stage of the decease. 

 

It can be diagnosed by the use of Mammography a lab test, self BC tests. Investigation at the 

earlier stage will beneficial to cure the decease. Women above 40 years must undergo 

investigation to prevent the BC attack. (KNS & DINAKARAN 20.7.2012)   
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ST.PETER’S CHURCH, RUSTAMBAGH,  

OLD AIRPORT ROAD, BANGALORE 

MASS TIMINGS:  

http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/lookout/jessica-ghawi-brother-holmes-colorado-shooter-court-200828865.html


MON, TUES, THURS & SATURDAYS:  IN ENGLISH @ 6.30 AM 

WED, FRI  & SATURDAY(SUNDAY LITURGY):  IN ENGLISH @ 6.30 PM 

 

SUNDAY:  @7.30 AM: IN THAMIZH & KANNADA &  

         @ 9.30 AM: IN ENGLISH 

CATECHISM FOR CHILDREN: EVERY SUNDAY @ 10.30 AM 

CHILDREN‘S MASS:  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION, HEALING SERVICE AND SACRED HEART MASS: ON 

FRIDAY 6.00 PM 

 

EVERY 3
RD

 THURSDAY: 6.00 PM EUCHARISTIC ADORATION, HEALING SERVICE 

AND HOLY MASS IN THAMIZH 
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E-MAIL BOX 

John Alfred, KR Puram: Dear Father, we are sad that we did not get KEY last two 

months…. It is so nice to read the KEY. Please do not disappoint us 

 

Raina Joseph, Bommanahalli, Bangalore: Father, health tips about almonds was very 

useful. I am sure The KEY is opening thousands of minds that are closed down with so many 

issues of the world. I have started eating almonds in my daily food. Thanks for the 

information. 

Punitha, Gokunte: Father, the article with title, ‗Why do we tress Traffic rules?‘ was really 

very informative and thought provoking. After reading I resolved not to tress traffic rules. I 

also thought to have concern for fellow riders, drivers and pedestrians during my ride. Thanks 

for your inspiring article. I hope the readers of these articles may learn good lesson as how to 

respect rules that are meant for common civilians. 

 

Jeffrin, Babasabpalya, Bangalore: father, priests are called to be more human beings first 

and then priests proper. If they fail to honour their vocation to serve all people as they being 

Christ‘s representatives, then they must rethink to continue as servants of God. Woe to those 

priests who shepherd themselves and their community. Bishop, priests and nuns must be well 



motivated to servants of Christ… they should avoid being chamchaas to people of money, 

power and wealth. The clergy of archdiocese of Bangalore is setting danger alarm to our 

Christian faith. Thanks to THE KEY for eye opening news of what is happening in the 

archdiocese 
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TOWARDS TAMIL PAGE jkpo; gf;fk; 

rpWfij 

tpNtfkpy;yh ey;y murd; 
   
Xu; Cupy; murd; xUtd; ,Ue;jhd;. kpfTk; jpwikr;rhyp. cz;ikapYk; Neu;ikapYk; 
ehl;il Mz;Lte;jhd;. kf;fs; kPJ kpFe;j mf;fiw nfhz;bUe;jhd;. murd; 
vt;topNah FbAk; mt;top vd;ghu;fs;. Mdhy; ,t;turdpd; Fbkf;fs; rw;W 
khWgl;bUe;jhu;fs;. ehl;by; nfhiy nfhs;isg; Nghd;w rk;gtq;fs; mbf;fb 
elg;gjhff; Nfs;tpAw;w murd; fhty;Jiwia ek;ghky; Cu; kf;fs; kfpo;r;rpAld; 
ghJfhg;Gld; tho;fpwhu;fsh vdf; fz;lwpa xU gpr;irf;fhud; Ntlk; G+z;L xUehs; 
muz;kidia tpl;L ahUf;Fk; njupahky; ntspNawpdhd;. gy ,lq;fisAk; 
njUf;fisAk; cyh te;jhd;. XupU ehl;fSf;nfd;W czTk; nfhz;Lte;jpUe;jhd;. 
czTk; XupU ehl;fspy; jPu;e;JNghdJ. nra;tjwpahJ jpifj;jhd; me;j ehl;L murd;. 
jhd; ,g;nghOJ Mz;bahdJ mtDf;F ed;F njupAk;. kf;fspd; Fiwfisf; Fwpj;J 
kiwKfkhf Jg;gwpa Ntlkzpe;J te;j murDf;F grpnaLj;jJ. gilahl;;fisNah  
Ntiyahl;fisNah ahiuAk; jd;Dld; mioj;Jf; nfhz;Ltuhjjhy;  kpfTk; 
rpukj;jpw;Fs;shdhd; ,e;j ey;y murd;. rhg;ghl;Lf;F vd;dr; nra;ayhk; vd;W 
Nahrpj;j mtDf;F xU rpe;jid vOe;jJ..... 

jd;Dld; ve;j Mguzq;fisAk; mzpahjpUe;j mt;turd; jd; mur Nkhjpuj;ij 
epidT$u;e;jhd;. Mgj;Jf;Fk; mtruj;Jf;Fk; Njitf;Fk; ghtkpy;iynad 
czu;e;jthW jd;Dila mur Kj;jpiu nghwpf;fg;gl;bUe;j Nkhjpuj;ij xU 
nghw;nfhy;ydplk; mlkhdk; itj;Jtpl;L fpilj;jg; gzj;ijj; jpul;bf;nfhz;L 
kPz;Lk; jd; gzpiaj; njhlu;e;jhd;. ehl;L kf;fSf;F Vnjh ey;yJ nra;tjhf 
ngUkpjj;Jld; jd; csTg; gzpiaj; njhlu;e;jhd;. Mdhy; vj;jid ehSf;Fj;jhd; 
jd;dplKs;s gzk; cztspf;Fk;? jPu;e;JNghdJ gzKk; czTk;. ifapy; 
murNkhjpuKk; ,y;iy. vdNt NtWtopapd;wp gpr;irnaLf;fj; Jzpe;jhd; Mz;bahd 
murd;. xU ehs; xU %jhl;baplk; rhg;ghL Ntz;bdhd;. me;ehl;bd; murd; jhNd 
vd;Wk; mt;Tz;ikia ahuplKk; nrhy;yNtz;lhnkd;Wk; mtsplk; Nfl;Lf;nfhz;lhd;. 
ngz;zplk; ,ufrpaj;ijr; nrhy;yf;$lhJ vd;ghu;fs;. mJTk; fpotpaplk; nrhd;dhy; 
thapf;Fs; jq;Fkh vd;d?.... jhd; me;ehl;L muridf; fhz;gjhf mf;fk; gf;fj;jhuplk; 
Kbr;ir mtpo;j;Jtpl;lhs;. clNd kf;fs; jpuz;ldu;. gpr;irf;fhu Ntlkzpe;jtid 
murd; vd;W vg;gb fz;Lf;nfhs;tJ vd kf;fs; jpifj;jdu;. cz;ikahd murd; eP 
jhNdh vdf; Nfs;tp Nky; Nfs;tp Nfl;ldu; Cu; kf;fs;. jd; kf;fsplNk xU 

jpUlidg;Nghy; rpf;fpf;nfhz;Ltpl;NlhNk vd murd; tUe;jpdhd;. ―eP cz;ikahfNt 

,e;ehl;L murd; jhdh? mg;gbahdhy; mjw;F rhl;rpnad;d? Mjhunkd;d? fhz;gp!‖ 

vd;whu;fs;. murd; nksdpj;jhd;. ―rup> cd; murKj;jpiu nfhz;l NkhjpukhtJ 

,Uf;FNk mJ vq;Nf?‖ vd JUtpj; JUtp Nfs;tp Nfl;ldu;.  kpfTk; ju;krq;flkhd 
epiyf;F Mshd me;ehl;L murd; jhd; nra;jij vy;yhk; tptupj;jhd;. kf;fs; 
kiyj;Jg;Nghapdu;. mtd; kPJ ,uf;fKk; nfhz;ldu;. mtd; kPJ kjpg;Gk; mf;fiwAk; 
nfhz;l xU rpyu;> nghw;nfhy;ydplk; nrd;W murNkhjpuj;ij kPl;L kPz;Lk; murid 



muz;kidf;Nf mDg;gpitf;fNtz;Lk; vd;W jPu;khdpj;J nghw;nghy;yid Nehf;fp 
ele;jdu;.  

me;jr; rkaj;jpy; xU khngUk; kf;fs; $l;lk; Nksjhsj;Jld; gilfs; R+o vjpNu 
te;jdu;. ahu; mtu;fs;> vd;d epfo;T Vd; ,t;tsT Mu;ghl;lk; vd;W 
mwpaj;njhlq;fpdu;. mjw;Fs;shfNt murDf;Fg; Gupe;Jtpl;lJ. nghw;nfhy;yd;> jhd; 
mlkhdkhfg; ngw;w Nkhjpuj;ijf; Fwpj;J ed;F Muha;e;J njupe;Jnfhz;ljdhy; 
murNkhjpuj;ijf; nfhz;L me;ehl;L mupaizapy; mkuNtz;Lk; vd;w Nguhirapy; 
xU rjp jpl;lk; jPl;b Ml;fis jpul;b jd; Mjuthsu;fisf;nfhz;L me;ehl;L 
murdhf KbR+l;bf;nfhz;L Cu;tyk; te;jhd;. mJjhd; ,f;$l;lk;.  

cz;ikahd murDf;Nfh jhd; vt;tsT ngupa jtW nra;Jtpl;Nlhk; vd;W 
fjwpdhd;. Jbj;jhd;. Njupy; mku;e;J cyh te;j murid vjpu;j;jhd;. Nfhgj;jhy; 
mtidj; jpl;bj; jPu;j;jhd;. giltPu;fspy; rpyu; ,tidf; ifJ nra;a Kaw;rpj;jdu;. 
Mdhy; murdhf te;j nghw;nfhy;yd; mtu;fisj; jLj;jhd;. ,njy;yhk; murDf;F 
Ntjidaspj;jJ. mtkhdk; mtid ghjhsj;jpw;Fs; js;spaJ. jd;idNa 
khaj;Jf;nfhs;s mUfpypUe;j nka;fhg;ghsdpd; this cWtpdhd;. Xq;fpdhd;.  

―kd;dh> epWj;Jq;fs;> kha;j;Jf;nfhs;shjPu;fs;> vg;gbahfpYk; ePq;fs; jpUk;gp tUtPu;fs; 
vd;gJ vdf;Fj; njupAk;> cq;fs; ey;y cs;sj;jpw;F ehd; jPq;F nra;a epidj;Njd;. 
vd;id kd;dpj;JtpLq;fs;. ,e;ehL cq;fSf;Fr; nrhe;jk;. ehq;fnsy;yhk; ckJ 
kf;fs;> jhq;fs; khWNtlj;jpy; ehl;by; elf;Fk; mf;fpukq;fisg; gw;wpj; 
njupe;Jnfhs;s te;jpUf;fpwPu;fs; vd;W mwpe;Jnfhz;Nld;. ,e;jhUq;fs; cq;fs; kFlk; 

cq;fs; mjpfhuk; kPz;Lk; vd;id kd;dpj;jUs;f!‖ vd;W kz;bapl;L cz;ikahd 
murdpd; Nkhjpuj;ijAk; mjpfhuj;ijAk; jpUg;gpf;nfhLj;jhd;. mNj rkak;> 
murNkhjpuj;ijNa mlkhdk; itj;Jtpl;NlhNk mJ ehl;ilNa mlkhdk; 
itg;gjw;Fr; rkky;yth> vd jd; jtw;wpid czu;e;J ey;yhl;rpj; je;jhd; mtd;.  

,f;fijapd; tpku;rdk; tuNtw;fg;gLfpwJ 

je;ij n[.M. ehjd;   
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3 stain glass designs depicting events in St.Peter‘s life 

 

 

The main altar work in progress 

 

  

The new Church view from the sanctuary 

 

 

The celebrants‘ seating in marble stones 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

New church view with balcony & high roof 

 


